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By George Lardnet Jr.-
.~ .. .Washington Post Sealf Writer
The strange case of Phillp Agee has
beeome .one of _the.'Central; Intelli-.
geme \uency’s prime exhibits in: its -
campaign against: the ,Freedorn oE Inﬁz
Formation-Actr = 3 SR
A former CIAY ofﬁcer who 1'eaxgned
Fromy’! tne avencygn 1968, Agee, 45,-
now is ona of its. ‘most outspoken ene-
mies: Sitce he resigned. he has made-]
a careepof exposing the names of CIA-
pereonnel and attackmg the agency’s]
methods‘ He also.is entitledplike- any- |
one-elsey’ to ask for CIA documents

'e Freedom o: Informatxon

s e

» e AR .
v frankly dxsvraceful that “we
ale requned to assist him:.in his en-..
deavors,” CIA Deputy Director Frank';
Carlucci. told a House subcommnttee
recently-in’ pleadmg for a change m-
the legtglation. e w e v o o
X Mecﬁflcanon of the Freedom of In;
for fna'hon Act makes sense;” Sen. Mal--
cmrtx('\&allop (R-Wyo.) asserted in co-,
spousoring a CIA-bill that would-put -
me" of the agency’s operational and’
teo%:ncal records beyond the reach of
thelaw, s, -..,.,. -~ RACE
“Congress,” Wallop declared
~uNever intended that the ‘American

aeram

taxpayers should pay to provxdeﬂ_

thp A'Jee thh four full
search assistants within the- CIA,pbuw
that. is exactly what happened ‘under!
thelawm1978" AT T -
.The implication;’. is tha
quests -no -longer w0u1d be: permxtted
".if. Congress-would 'give ‘the CIA the
sextraordinary. exemption it'is- seeking. :
But the bill would do nothing of. the’
- sort: Instead, it would block freedom "
ﬁof information: Tequests from newspa-:]
pers, historians, ; civil - libertarians 4
~and. just -about everyone and-anyone |
-except.. indmduals such ‘as ;. .thp
Agee_ S e 3
_Under the CIA:" proposal the agen-’
cy’s operahonal ‘and techmcal files ;
.would be immune from dxsclosure, gx—
'cept to: Americans seeking ‘*records-
.xabout themselves The CIA still wouldZ
‘have to “entertain those requests. 'Andj
‘ that'is all that Agee, an American. ei
' zen, has asked for‘ records about
;self
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“We do not seek a total exemption,”
Carluect said in his House testimony.-
He said the CIA had constructed “our
amendment in such a manner as to .
keep all,af our files accessible to
- American citizens and permanent resi-:
. dent aljens’ requesting information on |
‘themselves, subject to e\ustmrf }L‘OIA
exemptxons

So far, Agee has uotten very little
On ‘Iov 9 1977 he aaked the: CIA

amond'other a'—'encles L coplew of
% siall files and- records. "7 . that per-
* tained to, referred to,orin. any way re--
_lated to- himself” -Last;i:November;
‘more-than two years-later,*he filed

suit-in-Federal court:here: under the -
" Freedom of'Tnformatlon ~Act,” s5aying
“that he had yet to get a sm°le -piece of
. paper from the CI& beyond a letter
X acl\nowledomd receipt of his request.

l\ow*accordmg to* court record;, -
Adee .wants of. drop the lawsuit.” From
“its.rhetoric On the issue, it ‘aPpears’
that the CIA would be only 100 hapny
to acCommodate him.- Buf the govern-
ment is expected to try to keep the

ase alive in. order.to press.a counter-
clalm it filed against Agee last month
-for his antl—CIA.\yl'ltngS..A s -

. CIA officials refused to dlscuss
Agee’s suit, but according to-the agen-
cy’s. annual report to _Congress “last:

year, the CIA had ' -already expended
four man-years”’—the equivalent of "
fom: men working a year—on. Agree’s -
request and might.spend as much as ]
“nine man years of labor” by the tlme
_1t was finished. . . 3
#7.%Thus,” CI1&A~ Deputy Dlrector for\
Admmlstratlon Don 1. Wortman Te-’
ported on April 2, 1979, “The reques- -
ter. [AOeeJ is not only- succeedmd m

tymd up the- time® of agency exﬁertS.
. but, in addition, can be expected to:
“use ~whatever.” mformatlon ~is - ulti=
“mately-released in his" efforts to dis-]
credxt the auency and destroy its oper=?)

- The sud“estmn that the. freedom of

mformatlon law_enables“Agee t0"pry]
‘damaging-secrets from the" CIA - willy-
‘nilly’ iS*not’ supported” by~ the record.™
sThe law already allowstthe.CIA to
lethhold documents that would _dis-:

close sources and. methods 3
ger national securxty.; :And: CIA “Dep-
:tuty. . Director, Carluccx asserted *last ]
;year. “ngtar letter to the ~0fnce ofA
¥Mangement. and~Budvet, that. the m-
Fformation the agency : :releases under:
lithe law “is-more often than:not of lit-.

f?' 7 D/’ J:z'mmjzfA Ci

- m Western Europe and Africa..” -~

: fele to make its case. - : -~

- The Amerlca.n va:l l‘.u’bertxes

.clear that the government is more. in--

'tle use.to the recipient.”:; e, oy
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_In .addition; Agee, who -currentl:,"
lives in West Germany, is the subject.
of “an intensive counterintellizence
investigation,” court records show. The
Freedom of Information Act permits |
withholding mvesu"atory recorda on-
various grounds. .

- Accoring to one of A'Jees lawyets
,Melvin Wulf of New York, the CEFA
has given them nothing beyond a twe-
inch-thick - personnel. « file that- was
turned over two weeks ago. cnen e

“They told us at a status cor}ference
fon the lawsuit] that that . . . was’
about 10 percent of what they had—
which means they might be coming up
with about 20 inches of documenta"
Wulf recalls. -“That doesn’t sound
like nine man-years to me. . . . They've
been working the Azee angle in order
‘to.destroy’ the Freedom of Informa—
uxon Acts. .

“Justice, Depa.rt'ment lawyers who
ere defe*xdmo the’ CIA and other
agencies”in the "Azee case filed a
counterclaim against him Feb. 5 in an
effort to confiscate the profits of two

controversial books he helped write
JIhat exposed the names of CTA adents

>

< Encouraged by a Supreme Court de-
"cision expanding the CIA’s censor;hxp
_.powers, government attorneys ailso
are seeking an injunction that would
“require Agee to submit all his future
wntmc's to the CIA for review...... . &
The government says it neede the
-freedom of information suit asa velu~.
- “Plaintiff [Agee]’ has reszded aboad:
smce the late’ 1560s and he has not:
“been subject to the jurisdiction of any-
‘United States court,” the Justice. Dev
partment said in a memo filed.with.
{U.S. District. Court Judge Gerhard AL
"Gesell. “Now,. through -his’ own ac-q
tions, this court has jurisdiction over;’
«the plaintiff. Thus, for.the first time
in pearly 11 years, the United States
may a55ert clalm.» awamst Phili A,ee

Lmon
has jomed in--the- litigation, * ‘arguing.

that Agee has the - -right to ‘drop’ hls

own lawsuit. A heann h
for March 27. § has been set

"The outcome. lS nncertam, but lt is

lerested in keeping ‘Agee’s widely: d

plored -Freedom- of- InformatxonlyA:t-
request alive than Agee is. The CIA:
has fou.nd it useful in more ways than
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